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Countries from which large portions of the population emi-
grate, are attracted,, on the other hand, by a principle which
tends to preserve the ties between the emigrant and his home
country. Great Britain furnishes a striking illustration of this
tendency, namely, the doctrine of domicii of origin, which
has often been compared with the bonds effected by the prin-
ciple of nationality, a doctrine maintained and developed to
satisfy the natural desire of a home country from which In-
numerable colonizers have gone out into the world. Even in
the United States where in theory only one kind of domicii
is known, courts usually have been reluctant to recognize that
an American citizen has transferred his domicii to a foreign
country, especially when there are assets in this country to be
distributed or taxes to be assessed.205 This, in practice, is a
domicii of origin.
Similar considerations have contributed to the popularity
of the nationality principle itself in Germany and Italy, from
which millions emigrated to the New World in the latter part
of the nineteenth century. However, this circumstance should
not be overestimated. Until very recent times, neither
Germany nor Italy pursued any consistent policy in preserving
relations with their emigrants. Until 1913, a German citizen
living abroad even lost his citizenship after ten years, unless
he had himself expressed his desire to retain allegiance by
formally registering with the German consulate.206
Wherever in those countries the principle of nationality
did not satisfy nationalistic tendencies, there could scarcely
have resulted a change from the principle of nationality to
205 COUDERT, "Some Considerations in the Law of Domicii," 36 Yale L. J.
(1927)  949, 9615 comments in 37 Yale L. J. (1928)   1127, 1129, and par-
ticularly the cases commented upon by COUDERT: Matter of Spencer, N. Y. L. J.
June 2, 1908 (not reported) 5 United States Trust Co. of New York v. Hart
(1912) 150 App. Div. 413, 135 N. Y. Supp. 81, afPd (1913) 208 N. Y. 617,
102 N. E. 1115.
206 German Law on Nationality of 1870 (Staatsangehorigkeitsgesetz) 3 replaced
by Law of July 22, 1913.